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ITUDE or THE LATTER-DAY WORK. 


BY ELDER JOHN H. en 


ot the most striking ot 
the — work is.the apparent 
origin. ro Jose 

Junk. th, was “ioe unworthy of con- 
wa n not only by reason of his 


umdle paren 
the bat — 
he wus born to indieate his illustrious 
acter or to foreshadow. his high 


the most an ique marvel- 

uction of the age, 
and unpretentious in 
to the notice of the 
ow It was not found in the hoary 

ruins of some celebrated locality, nor 
did it reveal itself as a reward to the 


prospective mie of the prying an- eart 


thus merit the notice 


— an old te 7g or 


bestowed u 


some bits. 


and illiter - chan 
ing stream. ‘The little N are 
a thousand other felicifations, 
th hen. again, the Book. of Mormon, 
the 


manner ofr a common implement i in 
the hands of an unknown rustie 

But the magnitude of: final results 
does not always depend upon splendid 


beginnings. A little spring bursting 


out in a new locality produces vast 
: s rivulet: es a flow- 


thus, from 
with 
the 


The people who lived in the little 
village of Nazareth, had no idea that 
ince of heaven, the Savior of 
the world, was living in their midst; — 
neither did the cottagers of Palmyra 

recognize in the son of the humble 
farmer, Joseph Smith , one of the great- 
est ‘Prophets that ever lived upon the 


earth. 
Man human: ‘achievements 
and honors — of ‘nobility 
and the high courts of 


into trees, and 
so weak a start, a mighty f 


y eternal world differently. 
d. en they sen a n 
his worth and 


and majesty is not mea- 
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sured by the distinctions of worldly 

tronage. Although Joseph Smith, 
jun., was apparently trivial, and was 
repudiated and considered beneath 
the notice of the noble and the learn- 
ed, yet he received from the heavens 
greater honor than any man, if we 
except the Savior. 


At the early age of fifteen he felt 
deeply about his spiritual welfare. In 


his great anxiety to learn the right 
road to heaven, he called upon the 
Lord for wisdom. Although this was 
the first time in his life that he had 
made the attempt, his prayer was im- 
mediately answered. He did not go 
to the penitent’s bench, nor bow at 
the hdary shrines of venerable Chris- 
tendom; he knelt in God's own unde- 
filed temple—the quiet, shady wood. 
He did not worship in the presence of 
white-robed priests, nor seek the aid 
of proxy intercessors, but went with 
humble confidence and honest sin- 
cerity, and offered up his earnest peti- 
tion direct to the God of heaven, and 
then he found, like Jacob of old, that 
the gate of heaven was not within the 
sacred walls of the sombre abbey, but 
in nature’s primitive sanctuary. For 
lo! the heavens saw the youth and 
heard his prayer—his prayer was an- 
swered, not by some invisible agency, 
not even by an audible voice vor the 
resence of an holy angel, but the 
Father and the Son left their glorious 
abode and condescended to appear to 
him in person. | 
What manner of youth is this that 
brings down from heaven the High- 
est? Who is this person that the Fa- 
ther Himself condescends to iutro- 
duce His Son to? 


The object Joseph had in view was 


to enquire of the Lord which of the 
various sects was right, that he might 
know which to join. The Personage 
who addressed him said: “ Join none 
of them. Their creeds are an abomi- 
nation in my sight. ‘They draw near 
me with their lips, but their hearts 
are far from me.“ | Se 

Surely there must be 
wrong between the heavens and the 
religious powers of earth to cause 
such a marked slight! Was not the 
venerable Pontiff of Rome entitled:to 
some consideration? Why was the 
august and aristocratic ecclesiastical 


something |. 
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establishment of England treated 
with such neglect? ot one of the 
zealous, respectable sects receive re- 
cognition? 

There is something very ominous 
in this rejection of the religious 
powers of earth by the heavens, and 
the high honor and deference bestow- 
ed upon tlie obscuré boy of Palmyra. 
These facts suggest that there is no 
great sympathy or friendly relatio 


between the heavens and these earthly 


religious systems, and that those. who 
might apply for admission into hea- 
ven as patrons of these systems will 
meet with a cold reception. 

But, though ce Smith was a 
great favorite of the heavens, and re- 
ceived great honor in this divine visi - 
tation, this advent of the Father, and 
the Son had a much deeper signifi- 
cance and purpose than the mere 
honoring of a single individual. 

The object was to usher in the last 
dispensation. Their advent was to 
inaugurate a work in which all hea- 
ven and all earth were interested. No 
dispensation or adyent that preceded 
this was equal to it in importance or 
magnitude. It marked a new epoch 
in the world’s history, in which every 
son and daughter of Adam, living and 
dead, was interested. It was most 
consistent, therefore, that.at the open- 
ing of this grand and remarkable time 
that the highest powers of heaven 
should appear and consecrate the new 
work by their presence and authority. 

The peculiar honor conferred upon 
Joseph Smith was that he was chosen 
to be the first human actor in this 
magnificent drama. A second John 
the Baptist, to prepare the way for 
the second advent of the glorified 
Messiah. The first voice of prophetic 
warning out of obscurity, 
breaking the dread silence of heaven 
and penetrating the awful gloom of 
ages Of apostasy and spiritual dark- 
ness with the mandates of inspiration. 

Thus this great work, like all for- 
mer dispensations, had a very humble 
beginning, and it is difficult to con- 
ceive how another person could have 
performed the work which Joseph 
did. With all his freedom from pre- 
judice and the’ bias and allurements 
of secular position rr t was 
difficult for him at first to compreé- 
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hend the itude of the work and 
the dignity of his glorious calling. It 
was only after years of tuition, and 


after receiving many lessons from the 
lips of holy angels, that he compre- 
hended the brightness of 


by angels; receiving remission 
of his sins and — of the Holy 
Ghost; having the Priesthood 
conferred: upon him under the hands 
of Christ's Apostles— Peter, James 
and John, his mind was set aglow 
with heavenly intelligence, and his 
whole soul was fired with earnestness 
and divine fervor, which was quench- 
ed only by the shedding of his blood. 

But as the grandeur and sublimit 
of the starry heavens cannot be - 
ized by fixing the gaze upon a single 
star, but by the contemplation of the 
vast expanse as a whole, so the mag- 
nitude and importance of the latter- 
day work does not centre in one per- 

3 but in a vast assemblage of 
heavenly and earthly beings and in- 
terests combined. 


The Gospel is being preached by 
divine authority. The Saints are 


gathering—fleeing from Babylon, and 
the Zion of the last days is being built 

| and holy temples are being erect- 
to the name of the Most High. 
The hearts of the children are turning 
to the fathers, feeling after their wel- 


t 


into 


fare, and the hearts of the fathers are 
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turning to the children, knowing that 
their complete salvation cannot come 
without them. 

The misty fabrics of superstition 
and false creeds are melting before 
the rays of truth, and the poor, dis- 
governments of the world are 
now struggling in the perturbed 
throes of approaching dissolution. 

The genius and spirit of this stu- 
pendous work is not alarm and men- 
acing 2 ; it is amendatory 
and healing. Its mission is not to 
destroy, but to build up. While cor- 
rupt nations.and institutions dissolve 
through their own innate rottenness, 
it is the mission of the latter-day 
work to save and preserve all that is 
good and wholesome, and incorporate 
the same with new governments 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
The poor and meek will lose their 
poverty and bondage. A flood of 
sublime light will shine from the 
halls iof science and learning, for 
angels from heaven and men inspired 
with the wisdom of the eternal worlds 
will teach philosophy that will not 
delude, and science which will not 
deceive. Social and religious powers 
will merge into one divine theocracy, 
which, operated by the inspired prin- 
ciples and powers of the Holy Priest- 
will bring the affairs of earth 
rmony with the laws of heaven. 

The gift of faith which can grasp 
these glorious truths is a priceless 
treasure, and those who have it net 
had best secure it, even if they should 
‘*sell all they have” to buy it. 


A SPECIAL correspondent of the 


mond, Misso re a lengt 

interview with Da 4 ; 
last survivor of 


vid Whitmer, the 
the three witnesses 


DAVID WHITMER. 
—0 
Chi- 


village for almost a half century, lies 
at the point of death. At the family 
homestead are gathered the children, 
— — and great grandchil- 

ren of the dying patriarch, and beside 


the his death-bed is the devoted woman 


who linked her life and fortune with 
his more than forty years ago. When 
your correspondent called at the house 
to-day, and was summoned into the 
bedchamber where Father Whitmer 
was calmly awaiting the final sum- 


| mons, a smile lighted. up the old man’s 


= 
dawning and the divine music of the | 
glad tidiagnof great joy.” But with | 

the rans privilege of looking upon | 
the Father and the Son, and hearing 
the of the 

-W | 571 | 
Book of Mormon. The 

extract, from the letter may be o 

interest to our readers: 

David Whitmer, one of the found ö 

ers of the Mormon Church, and a 

resident of this quaint and interesting | 
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countenance as he half rose and feebly | 
the visitor's hand, and then, | 
as if overcome by the effort, his head 


sunk back on the pillows. © When | | 


told of the visitor's mission, and that 


he had journeyed from — to | and 
sketch of one 


prepare an historical 
who had played so important a part 
in translating the Mormon Bible and 
proselyting for the Mormon Church, 
the request for information met with 
a cheerful response. Fearing, how- 
ever, that the task would be too great, 
the family deputed a member of the 
household to relate the history in the 
presence of Father Whitmer, the nar- 
ration being closely followed by him, 
and subjected to frequent corrections. 
and interpolations. : 
While yet an infant his father, who 
served his country through the o- 
lutionary War, removed with bis fam- 
ily to Western New York, and settled 
on a farm in Ontario County, near 
Watkins Glen. The father, who was 
a hard-working, God-fearing man, was 
a strict Presbyterian, and brought his 
children up with rigid sectarian dis- 
cipline. sides a daughter, who 
married Oliver Cowdery, the village 
schoolmaster, there were four sons 
Jacob, John, David and Christian 
who helped their father till his farm 
until they had arrived at the age of 
manhood. During the early part of 
June, 1829, Oliver Cowdery incident- 


ally learned that a young man named 


Joseph Smith bad found a valuable 
golden treasure in the northern part 
of the county, and imparted the in- 
formation to David. They decided 
to investigate the rumor, and Cowdery 
traveled to the home of Smith for 
that purpose. On the road he found 
the community teeming with excite- 
ment over the alleged treasure, and 
heard several persons threatened to 
kill the finder unless he divided his 
wealth with them. When asked how 
they knew such a treasure had been 
found, several asserted that they had 
seen the rece e from which it was 
taken by Smith. Cowdery: assured’ 
then that there was more to the vague 
rumors than he had at first believed, 
pushed on to the home of Smith, who 
was living on his father's farm near 


* 


Manchester. At first he found Smith 
to be un communicative, but was finally 


as greatly: 


come without delay. 25 
The treasure consisted of a number 


22 seven inches wide, about 
thick as ordinary sheeting, and 

of a volume 
three ‘Tings. large portion 
the ei was securely: sealed, but 
on the loose pages were engraved 
hieroglyphics ex jive of lan. 
gu at that time unknown to any 
of the * 


2 


we 


ersons mentioned. T 


with the golden tablets were a pair of 


spectacles, set in silver bo ws. 
Mr. Whitmer then described Smith's 
story of the vision in which the loca- 
tion of the plates was revealed, with 
the history of the Nephites, Moroni's 
labor, and Smith’s finding of the 
lets, with which every one is fa 
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as 
bound 


some lan- 
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Whitmer and Cowdery were greatly: 


impressed by the recital of this strange 
story, and were conducted to the bill, 


where they personally viewed the re- 


ginning of the fifth century, had con- 
cealed the history of his fathers. 
Smith also said t 


he had been 
commanded to at once: begin the tran- 


* 
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slation of the work in the presence of | 


three witnesses. In accordance with 


this command, Smith, Cowdery and 


home, accompanied: by Smith's: wife, 


and bearing with them the 
plates and spectacles- The 
senior Whitmer was a primitive and 
poorly designed struct but it was 
deemed the most secure for ying 
out the sacred trust on account of the 
threats that had been made ‘against 
Smith by his mercenary: ne 
In order to give privacy to the pro- 
ceeding, a blanket, which served:as‘a 
was stretched: across the 
amily living room to shelter the tran- 
slators and the plates from the eyes 
of any who might ‘call at the house 
while the work was in ress. Tuis, 
Mr. Whitmer says, was the only 
made of the blanket, and id was 


for the purpose of contesting!» 
plates or the trauslator from the 


precious 
house of 


— 


the: 
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vas at ho from bis colla- 


borators, and the translation was per- 


formed in the presence of not only 


the persons mentioned, but of the 
entire Whitarer household and several 
‘of Smith's relatives besides 

The work of translating the tablets 
9 about eight months, Smith 
acting as the seer, and Oliver Cow- 
dery, Smith’s wife and Christian 
‘Whitmer, brother of David, perform- 
ing the duties of amanuenses, in whose 
hand writing the — manuscript 
now is. Each time before resuming 
the work all present would kneel in 
prayer and invoke the Divine bles- 
sing on the proceeding. After prayer, 
Smith: would sit on one side of a 
table, and the amanuenses, in turn, 
as they became tired, on the other. 
Those present and not actively en- 
gaged in the work, seated themselves 


around the room, and then the work 
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spectacles to his eyes, Smith would 
take the plates and translate the 
characters one at a time. The graven 
characters would — in succession 
rectly under the 

character, when viewed through the 
- would be the translation in 
‘English, Sometimes the character 


would be a single word, and frequent- 


ly an entire sentence. In translating 
the characters, Smith,. who was illi- 
terate and but little versed in Biblical 
lore, was ofttimes compelled to spell 
the words out, not knowing the cor- 
rect pronunciation, and Mr. Whitmer 
recalls the fact that at that time Smith 
did not even know that Jerusalem 
was a walled city. Cowdery, how- 
ever, being a school-teacher, rendered 
invaluable aid in pronouncing hard 
words and giving them their proper 
definition. 7 


* 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE 
HELD AT 8, WATSON STREET, GLASGOW, ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 1886. 


én: President D. 


H. Wells and ider George Osmond 
from the Liverpool Office; L. John 
Nuttall, Jun., President of, and Joseph 
S. Wells, Traveling Elder in the Liver- 
— Conference; Thos. E. Ricks, 
President of the Sheffield Conference; 
James I. “McMurrin, President of, 
and Edward Clyde, Traveling Elder 
in the Irish Mission; John D. Burt, 
President of, and Wilmer D. Thomp- 
son, Orvil L. Thompson, Jesse B. Mar- 
tin, Thos. G. Lowe, Andrew S. An- 
derson, James Ritchie, Wm. Hender- 
L James P. Low and Alex. Burt, 
Traveling Elders in the Glasgow Con- 


The morning: meeting was opened 
at 11 am. with singing. Prayer by 
Elder L J. Nuttall, jun. 
Tus usual resolutions were adopted, 
the financial: and statistical reports 
“were: 


| 


-after truth.” 


—0 — 


live their religion; some especially 
showing their faith by their works, 
but there is a “scarcity of seekers 
The Elders, however, 
felt well, were desirous of promulga- 
ting the principles of the Gospel to 
their fellow- men, and bore faithful 
testimonies to the truth of the work 
in. which they are engaged. 


President J. D. Burt exhorted the 
Elders to be diligent and energetic in 


the discharge of their duties, and 


leave the results of their labors with 
God. Nineteen had been baptized 
during the last six months, and he 
felt thankful that so many had enter- 
ed by the Gospel door in that time. 
Singing. Benediction by President 
D. H. Wells. 85 


— —jñ— 


4 The afternoon meeting commenced | 


at 2 o'clock with singing. Prayer by 


ited and unanimously ac- | Eider Ritchie. 


osptod, after which the Traveling El-| The Sacrament was administered 
dera were called upon to report their | by Elders Liddell and Connelly. 


lJaborsin their several Districts, There El 
rts. | the congregation, comparing the doc- 


was nothing unusual in the repo 


der Wm. Henderson addressed 


The Saints as a rule are striving to] trines taught by the Latter-day Saints 
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with the teachings of our Savior and 
His disciples, and bore testimony to 
the divinity of Joseph Smith’s mis- 


Mon. 
Elder Jas. P. Low stated briefly 
his feelings and desires, and the plea- 
sure he had in meeting with the 
Saints. He knew that the kingdom 
of God had been set up, and that 
being just we would receive our re- 
ward according to our labors. i 
Elder Alex. Burt spoke on the pri- 
vileges and advantages which the 
Saints enjoy by attending to the du- 
ties devolving upon them. He said 
the work of God would not stop, nor 
be hindered by its opposers. 
Elder L. J. Nuttall, jun., was well 
leased with the remarks of all who 
d preceded him; his testimony was 
that the kingdom of God had been 
restored to the earth, and would never 
be taken from it. He spoke of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and gave an 
interesting discourse on the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, comparing the 
results of the preaching of the Apos- 
tles of Christ in His day, with the 
results of preaching the same Gospel 
in our day. He knew, and it is ac- 
. cepted by nearly all Christendom, 
‘that we are living in the last days, 
when He whose right it is to reign 
shall come and take vengeance on 
.them that know Him not and keep 
not His commandments. e testi- 
fied that the mountain of the Lord's 
house is established in the tops of the 
mountains, and that instead of the 
nations bringing about that reign of 
peace so much desired, by beatin 
their swords into ploughshares an 
their spears into pruning houks, they 
are learning more day by day in the 
arts of war, inventing machines for 
the destruction of mankind, and con- 
tending with each other. The Lord 
has decreed that after the testimonies 
of His servants will come the testi- 
mony of earthquakes, w pesti- 
famines and diseases. 
The Gospel has not changed, it is 
everlasting, eternal and unchangeable 
as its Author. The learning which 
man may acquire cannot qualify him 
to go forth and administer in the or- 
dinances of the Gospel. The message 


which Joseph Smith came to deliver 
was not acquired by bis learning, it 
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required the testimony of Jesus to 
enable bim to go forth and keep the 
commandments of God. If we are 
persecuted, what does it matter! Per- 
—— is an inheritance of the 
righteous, and we cannat expect any- 
thing else. The speaker. closed hes 


remarks by bearing a strong testimon 
God | to the work of God. d 


Elder Geo 
some of the 
turned to their native land after an 
absence of from ten to forty years to 
preach the — without purse or 
scrip. He spoke of the — 
and said that the Lord had appoin 
a place in the tops of the. mountains 
for His people to gather to, that they 
may escape the wrath and indigna- 
tion that would pass over the earth, 
as Noah in his day had pre the 
ark as a means of escape from the 
flood. The results of preaching the 
Gospel, the benefits of o ying it, and 
the Gospel itself have slways been 
the same. He showed forcibly that 
the signs of the times denoted the 
near approach of the end. All that — 
is taught by many of the — 
teachers of the day is inactive faith, 
a mere belief in Jesus, and you are 
— candidates for the kingdom of 
eaven; but the Scripturee say that 
the devils believe and tremble. Faith 
is only one principle of the Gos 
and can ouly be —— works. He 
romised all who would obey the 
pel by coming into the kingdom 
by the door, a testimony for them- 
selves, 
Benediction by Elder Jos. S. Wells. 
A child was blessed by Elder Geo. 


e Osmond ‘said. that 
Iders present had re- 


Osmond at the close of the meeting. 


Meeting opened at 6-30 p.m. with 
singing. Prayer by Elder Liddell. 


2 — James L. — addres- 
the con ion, expressed 
his desire ra Holy Spirit 
in his remarks. The Latter-day Saints 
have been much misrepresented’ in 
the world. The organisation of this 


Church is based upon A and 
Prophets. The idea o abroad 
in the world that no thing can 


come out of Utah, as they who were 
unbelievers in former days said, Can 
any thing come out of Naza- 
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' reth?” He explained the meaning of 


the word Mormon,” which simply 
means more good. 
esting manner the speaker explained 
that it is obedience to the comman 
of God as given through His servants, 
as shown in the case of Naaman the 
leper, who had to wash seven times 
in Jordan in order to be healed. He 
desired the strangers present to in- 
vestigate the Gospel as taught by the 


- Latter-day Saints, and promised that 


blessings would follow all who obeyed 

the counsel given. 
Elder T. E. Ri ö 

who were. not yet in the Church of 


Ohrist to examine the Scriptures, and 
carefully compare them with theteach- 
iogs of the Latter-day Saints. He 
_ testified to the Gospel's being restored. 


. throu 
and th 


h the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
i 


dward Clyde said that the 


Principles of the Gospel were taught 
dy the Latter-day Saints. Soon after 
the death of our Savior and His Apos- 
tles, there had been a universal apos- 
-tasy, as foretold in the Scriptures; 
hence the necessity of the Gospe 
again being restored to the earth by 


an holy angel, as declared by . 
the Revelator while on the Island of 
Patmos“ (Rev. xiv, 6).. He bore a 
faithful testimony, desiring | 
__ Strangers present to investigate the 
- principles which had been 


John 


President Daniel H. Wells thought 


that’ powerful: testimonies had been 
borne, but he slso desired to add hi 


for it is written, “in the mouths o 


two or three witnesses shall all things 


100 


— 


bo established.” He designated the 


confusion on the earth as Babylon. 
Spoke of the eternal nature of th 


cks counselled all 


e necessity of all complying 
with the mind and will of God in 
order to gain salvation. | 
Elder 


all the 


na very inter- 


that brings us the promised blessings, 


nin 


Gospel, and of the first and second 
esurrections. He desired all present 
to endeavor to live so as to bs worthy 
to come forth on the morning of the 


ds | first resurrection. He declared that 


the Latter-day Saints cannot afford to 
lay off the armor of the Gospel for 
one moment. Spoke also of the Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics de- 
nouncing each other as fit subjects 
for everlasting perdition. If the 
world had always been in the same 
mind as they are at present, we would 
have had no Bible, because they do 
not believe in revelation, and the 
Bible is the revelation of God to his 
‘children. The millennium will come, 
and if the e spoken of by 
Daniel the Prophet has not been set 
up as declared by the Latter-day 


Saints, then it will be set up. If the 


angel has not flown, as spoken by 
John the Revelator, then he is yet to 
come. But we testify that the king- 
dom has been set up, that that angel 
has, flown, and has brought to the 
earth the Gospel. The speaker testi- 
fied that Joseph Smith was a Pro- 
phet of God, and that many of his 
| prophecies have been fulfilled. 
ing of all nations having the- Gospel 
preached to them, he said that at a 
recent demonstration in Salt Lake 
City: there were twenty-five nations 
nediction by President Daniel-H. 
A very happy day was spent, the 
Saints al feeling the blessing of en- 
joying each otker’s society and the 
instructions which were given by the 
speakers. In the afternoon and eve- 
many strangers were presen 
and the meetings were well attende 
by the Saints. Peace prevailed. 


NokLx, Conference Clerk. 


— 


ay A cheerful temper joined with nme will make beauty attractive, knowledge de- 
. lightful, and wit good-natured. It will lighten sickness, poverty and affliction, convert 
ignorance into an amiable simplicity, and render deformity itself agreeable, 


_ | Amy part of our nature cultivated to the exclusion of the rest will destroy its har- 


mony; and to this law the intellect is no exception. The most thorough knowledge of 
the principles of justice will not suffice to make a just man, unless his heart also embrace 


~ "ft 


them; nor will the most accurate understanding of the nature and results of selfishness 


suffice to make a benevolent and sympathetic man, unless the emotions of love or com- 


6005 are awakened within him. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 1886. 


AFFAIRS IN UTAH. 
— 0 — 

So quickly do events of interest and importance succeed each other in Utah, 
that the columns of the Star could easily be filled with notices of them and 
comments upon their consequences. The Saints in these lands naturally feel 
great interest in all that concerns their brethren and sisters in Zion, and we 
have endéavored to keep them informed, so far as consistent with our limited 
space, of the various phases assumed by the persecution, aptly termed the 
crusade, which is and has been raging for some time in Utah and some of the 
adjoining Territories. Commencing more than æ year ago with a fierceness 
which many thought would soon burn itself out, it has increased in intensity 
until it is beginning to attract the attention of the whole world. Although 
these attacks are ostensibly directed against one principle of our religion, 
enough is said and done, occasionally, by our enemies, to convince any rea- 
sonable person that nothing less than a total breaking up and abandonment 
of our organization as a Church and distinctive religious body will satisfy 
them. If any thing more had been needed to convince us of this, the latest 
specimen of proposed anti- Mormon” legislation, called the new Edmunds 
Bill, would supply the want. An unreasoning and almost insane desire seems 
to have taken possession of a large portion of the American nation to utterly 
destroy the religion of the Latter-day Saints. Whatever proportion of the 
nation this class may be, they appear to have successfully overawed the rest 
and silenced the objections they may have had to the violent, perseeuting 
methods adopted and proposed to effect the destruction of the “ Mormons,” 
for it is a fact that must have attracted the attention of our readers, no matter 
how violent, unjust, or cruel a method may be proposed for the overthrow. of 
* Mormonism,” scarcely a word of disapproval or condemnation of it is heard 
from any quarter. The only question asked is, Will it effect the purpose? 
The so-called “Mormon” problem appears to have resolved itself into this 
formula: “Granted, ‘Mormonism’ must be destroyed. Wanted, any plan 
that will do it.” 

A few years ago this spirit was generally confined to lawless mobs and dis- 
reputable persons, it is now affecting nearly all grades and classes of society, 
with honorable exceptions sufficient to prove the rule. To attempt to stem 
this current of popular prejudice and persecution that threatens to over- 
whelm a handful of devoted and earnest adherents to an unpopular faith, 
requires a degree of moral courage that has not been manifested — 
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time serer and ‘abject follower of ahd: 
responsible for the existence of ‘the un- and spirit 


manifested against us. 
In dür th delivering: Lush fst 
them into such a position that they were entirely cut off from human sym- 


pathy and aid. Their entire faith and trust wers in Him, for they had no 
other possible resource. They looked to Him, for there was no one else to 
look to. When they were delivered, they gave Him the glory, for they could 
not possibly aseribe it to any other power. Does it not seem that the Lord 
is fast bringing the Latter-day Saints into a similar position? At the election 
of President Cleveland, the hope and confidence of many Latter-day Saints 
went out to him as an Executive who would see that constitutional methods 
and impartial justice were adhered to and meted out to all classes, for he was 
the honored representive and chosen exponent of à party based upon these 
principles of government; and when the tyranny of unjust judges became 
almost unendurable, the protest and petition of the Saints in Utah went up 
to him for justice and equal rights with others before the law. No favor 
was asked, but simple justice and the impartial | administration of the laws. 
The President promised all this, but his pledge is unredeemed. He makes 
no move to rid Utah of unjust judges and other officials who outrage the 
principles of constitutional law and trample upon the rights of the citizens of 
Utah who belong to an obnoxious faith. ‘The appeals of the oppressed go up 
to him unanswered, except by specious’ promises that have no sincerity in 
them. When he is asked for bread he gives a stone. In his recent message 
he inveighs against the homes of the Latter-day Saints, those homes that his 
officers often go beyond the law to break up and make desolate. And is it 
not hypocrisy for Mr. Cleveland to talk about the sacred influences of home 
and the holy ties that bind together husbands and wives? If his example 
were followed, there would be no true homes in the land. Fathers there 
might be, but there would be no faithful husbands nor loving wives, and 
the word home would lose all its sweet significance and holy influence. It 
has lately been said that the portion of the President'n message, relating to 
the “Mormons” was written by his sister, a lady who, although possessed of 
many estimable qualities, has failed, so far, to obey the first great law given 
by the Creator to His children, and whose knowledge of conjugal relations is, 
like her brother’s, more theoretical than practical. 
The attitude of the Supreme Court of the United Stats towards the peopl 
of Utah is unworthy of its high dignity and illustrious traditiona 
majority of its members seem to be under an obligation to sustain the District 
Courts of Utah in all their tyrannical assumptions and acts. Feber 
| they are sometimes compelled to resort to & course of special pleading that 
reads more like a shallow excuse for acts of a Pedier 
col great principles of jurisprudence, auch aa we ¥ 
Court of a great country, Not even the, ar dread, of pos 
- sufficient to eave them from their obsequiousness to the } 
against the Mormons.” We wonder } hey ever : 
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which, posterity, will read the transparent — nt hee Kauni 
“use, to justify their anti- Mormon”. 


a But it is in Congress and their policy. towards. Utah ane interest wil 


no mainly centre. The members of that august body have on many occasions 
been brought face to face with the so-called “ Mormon” question, and, as a rule, 

„have manifested the same lack of moral courage and shown the same 
aubservieney to prajudiced public opinion that distinguish the other branches 


ol government. They are on the eve of another test. The new Edmunds 


bill, with its provisions to rob and plunder the “Mormons,” to break up their 


organization and to deprive them of some of their remaining rights, is now 


before them. What will they do with it! Will they pass it? A few. years 


ago we would have answered most,empbatically, No! We are now almost 


prepared to believe they will. Time will tell, and that shortly, for if it passes 


it will be done in a hurry. Wicked deeds are usually consummated in great 
haste, so that the good angels of justice and conscientiousness may have no 


time to interfere and weaken the resolution. And no matter what injustice 


is done to the “Mormons,” the pane generally will excuse. ah ane, the palpit 


will appland. 


Like ancient Israel, the Saints must look to the deed he, . 


g Our business now is to purify and sanctify. ourselves that we may be worthy 


of that deliverance, The Lord has wrought marvelously for our salvation in 
the past and he will do yet greater works for His people in the future, But 


We must prove ourselves deserving, or deliverance will come to our children 
instead of us. The Israelites who were led out of Egypt were not worthy: to 
enter the promised land. Forty years probation in the wilderness wore them 


all out save Caleb and J oshua. The children received the blessing that the 
fathers were unworthy of, Let it not be so with us. The world deride us 
for thinking that God will interfere in our behalf, but if they will search the 
; Scriptures, they will find that the remembrance of the mighty works done by 

the. Lord in delivering Israel out of Egypt will be lost in the contemplation 
of the atill mightier works that will be wrought in the gathering and 
Salvation of His people in the last days. We live in a day of mighty 
events, It will require the utmost exertion of our faith and integrity to 
prepare for them as they come along. Affairs in Utah will increase in inter- 


| Est and . apd all the earth. rll that there 
is still a God in Israel. 


Unmnt Ax of this sacred instraiment the angel 


told the Prophet Joseph, “That there were two stones in silver bows (and 
- these stones, fastened to a breast plate, constituted what is called the Urim 
hi and Thummim) deposited with the plates, and the possession and use of these 
Stones was what constituted Seers in ancient or former times, and that God 


had prepared them for the purpose of translating the book.” (Pearl of Great 
Price, page 63.) So thorotizhly has the knowledge of these things been lost 


~ 


to the world, that the correspondent of the Chicago Tribune, in his reported 
interview with David Whitmer.‘ of which we publish an extract in this 
can only describe the Urim and Thummim as “ magical spectacles,” The 

report may be a little inaccurate, but it proves that David Whitmer is still 


true to his testimony in death as in life. us 
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caption of tho first article, of last weeks Sram waa, 
—— which passed: unnoticed; made to read Topies of the 
Day instead ‘of “ Topies of the Times,” the latter Being the ot arene 


Lil be af the dag Hunter’. Vale, By, 
mingham, on Sunday, January 24, 1886, commencing-at 10-90. n. 1 
and 6 30 p. m. 
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"ABSTRACT or CORRESPON DENCE, 

James Ritchie, whi buen to labor in 
the Glasgow Conference, thus writes from Falkirk, under date of Dec. 29, 1885 
“On arrriving at Glasgow, I was kindly received by President Burt, who 
advised me to take the present opportunity of visiting my relatives, and to 
obtain what information I could of my genealogy. On the following day I 
went to the western part of Ayrshire, where I succeeded in finding some 
relatives who received and treated me very kindly. I visited with them nine 
days, during which time I answered a great many questions with regard to us 
as a people, and concerning the principles we believe in, and endeavored on 
every opportunity to remove the prejudice that existed in the minds of those 
I conversed with. After a visit to Edinburgh, I joined Elder Thompson, with 
whom I was appointed to labor, on the 9th of this month. We have traveled 
and labored together since that time. We have: visited: the Branches in the 
Ayrshire District and have held a numbers of meetings; on some occasions 
“hiring | halls for that purpose, and notifying thie people by means of the public 
“bellman. We would have held more meetings, but received so little encour- 
agement. that we gave it up for the present. We have visited through the 
greater part of the Lanark District. We are now at Brother Pender’s house, 
in Falkirk, where we are comfortably situated, and it is very much appre- 
ciated by us, for it has been raining, blowing and snowing since yesterday, 
Brother Pender’s house has been a home for the Elders for years, where they 
have received the utmost kindness from himself: and wife. While traveling 
through the Ayrshire and Lanark Districts, we have: been: received and 
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‘The prices ot the comi-weekly and weekly editions of the Deseret Mee 
have deen roduosd. The is now. $2.00, and dhe $2.50 
pet 17 

‘An sarthqueke was felt at. Gincleriile, Pinte County, bent o'alooke. 
on the evening of the 16th ult,, which caused the and turaituro iy the’ 


to vibrate and rattls for 6 fe. seconds, 


Pinto County, was visited by an, earthquake shook at. 8.90 p.m, 
on the 16th ult, It was acoompanied: by a rumbling sound like het * 9 


heavily loaded aud passed from W. to NM 


K Udall, of St, Johne, Arizona, has the. 
Oorreotion at Detroit, Michigan, on a pardon granted by President 
Cleveland. He was the victim of a trumped. up charge of perjury, ad 
release gives general 

“Miss Shaler, the reputed plural wile of J. W. Sell, was released from übe 
penitentiary on the 19th ult., after giving bonds in the sum of $700,’ She has 
suffered'an'imptisonment of three’ months for refusing to answer indecent 
questions 4aked her in the Third District Court, 
papers speak of commendable effurte having been 10 place the 
K* nt aud rg within the reach of all during Christmas, ' 
deen brought about by their own 

idleneas were to pienteof general bounty, 
— adverse attitude of the U. S. Nistrict Court, the Local 
. of Balt Lake County are cantttulng to make arrests for lewd and 
ras but as fest as, tranagressors are proven guilty and sen- 
court, they appeal to the 9. denden 


Senator Edmunde’ new bil 10 relation 10 Utah, which we 4 last 
week, has been favorably, reported in the U. . Senate and placed on the 
calendar. He has given notice. that he will ‘ask the Senate to take it up im - 
medistely after the holidays, evidently With the idea of through 
while public feeling is 60 generally agninst the Latter-day Bai 

Agustus J. M. Johnson, of Monroe, while hauling — — 
mill at Maryevale, Pute 2 on Friday, the 18th ult., fell from the load Walle 
a'ateep hill, wagon passed over Mit, inflicting injuries 

Nov, aod was a young man! t qualities, 
— respected by all who kom him 

AW. Hemen way, editor of the Ogden et was tried on the 20th 4. 
before Judge Powers, on two more indictments charging him with libel, obe 
indictment for severely criticising the course and conduct of Nathan Kimbell, | 
a notorious anti-Mormon, at the time the latter was acting as foreman of a 
grand jury in the First Distriot Oourt, and thé other for criticisms upon the 


| 172 course of Judge Zane in tha recent lewdfand lascivious cases in which 


udge rescued United States officials from the penalties of local law. Mr. 
getting the United States courts, pleaded 
fctnients, and Jat wary 4th Wad pe lor ment no 

these indictment, 
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On Wednesday, the dard ult., the Utah aud Northett train was hearing 
Silver Bow, Montd pe, and as the locomotive passed the enginber 
saw dark ‘object spring on the ‘Nothing further being noticed; 
he thought that possibly it uus a lump ‘of dirt; whieh had rolled’ off again, 
The tireman went’ to: oil’ the engine shortly ‘after, * discovered ‘a large 
animal erouehing on the cow ateher-. Upon fireman’ the ‘beast’ 
started toward him along the footboard, the mam @et baer in the eb 
barely in time to’ save himself, The chginser recog in the ‘animal’ 
huge mountain lion, and opened the steam whistle, the ol which fright: ‘ 
ened the strange visitor so that it jamped off. A subsequtént’’ senroht was 
made near the spot, and the body of the lion was found, its neck having been 
broken by the fall. The caroaee weighed 300 ‘pounds. - 

Houses of ill-famo and the social evil were uoknown, iu 
duced by the so-called civilization that seeke to — and 
holds up its pious hands in horror of 2— — — ery effort of the 
Latter-day Saints to put them down ha met and ale by the oppo- 
sition of the United States Courts, Recéntly, several respectable ' Mormon” 
citizens undertook a course of detective work, by means of Which conelusive 
evidence was obtained against a numbet of mon ho frequented u house of 
il-fame, ‘ Unfortunately for the cause of moratity, ‘many’ of offenders. 
proved to be United States officials’ who have been 
persecutions of the “ Mormons,” and as our réadeta are aware, th 
States Courts have come to their. rescue, and got these, at. 
liberty as fast aa tho local 775 could convick them. Not satisfied with 
this, B. J. Hampton, one of the prime movers in the detective..work, has 
been indicted on a trumped-up charge of “ conspiracy,” and has receutly been 
tried and condemned by a packed jury as a reward for: his: unselfish labor iu 
exposing vice, Justice has been traveatied, the lascivious officials detected In 
their lewd crimes are set free, and the man who discovered and revealed their: 
be another phase of the ‘morel orusode la 

Tho Deseret of the 16th ul, ‘reoords the in Lake, City, 
two worthy and respected women, Slater Mary Aun Tuddenham Reynolds, 
wife of Elder George, Reynolds, died Deo, 17th, 1888, Her death was hastened: 
by the unholy crusade which for some time has been waged against the Latter-. 
day Saints, and of which her hap has been a victim. Ten years ago 
Elder Reynolds was persecuted for having two wives whom he honorably. sup- 
ported and acknowledged. For this he was imprisoned two year, less abate. 
ment for, good behavior, Efforts have recently been made tostill farther 
prosecute him for the same alleged offense, and he has had to lea ve his, home 
in consequence. Sister Reynolds being of: nervous temperament; the unriety 
she has felt for her husband preyed upon her health and brought about her 
prostration and p of a child, which liyed quly: about: a day. 
Tis was followed by an attack, of umonia, from which she died. 
Sister Reynolds was born at Bayswater, on, on the 19th of September, 
1846, went to Utah in 1864, was married to — Reynolds in 1888, ahd was 
the mother of eleven children, seven oft whbim suf vi ve her, On the same day 
that Sister Reynolds died, Sister Susanna Wann Hunter, relict of the late 
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